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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 October 2005 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-4,8-15,17,18,20-23 and 27-35, 37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over US PAT 6,661 ,201 to Bishop et al. (Bishop). 

As to claims 1, 20,27 and 37, Bishop discloses a method for issuing product 
recall notice signals comprising: accepting a product identifier that identifies a target 
group of products (col 15, lines 45-48), generating a product recall signal according to 
the product identifier (col 15, lines 62-67), conveying the recall signal to the product 
from outside the product (fig 1). 

Bishop does not, however, teach sending the signal repeatedly or periodically. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system as 
disclosed by Bishop by sending the signal repeatedly and periodically to ensure that the 
signal is received in case some receivers were out of range (such as in a tunnel) for the 
first signal. 

As to claim 29, it is inherent that there is a "product identification unit that accepts 
a product identifier" as the system is shown to accept and disseminate recall notices to 
particular products and further, the signal is conveyed to a communications interface 
channel (fig 1). 

As to claims 2,21,30, Bishop teaches using serial numbers (col 16, lines 15-18). 
As to claims 3, 22, the signal includes the identifier (col 16, lines 15-18). 
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As to claims 4,23,32,33, Bishop teaches determining a digital identification 
number (vehicle identification number (VIN)) and generating a recall signal that includes 
it (col 16, lines 15-18). 

As to claims 8,28, Bishop teaches the system as saving the information that the 
signal was received (col 16, lines 42-45). Bishop does not, however, teach conveying a 
time beacon. The examiner takes Official Notice that it is very well known in the art for 
computers to note the time a file was saved. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include a time beacon as Bishop discloses the 
information saved as being for dispute resolution (col 16, lines 40-45) and the time the 
recall notice was received would be useful in case the dispute resolves around when 
the signal was received. 

As to claim 9, Bishop discloses using a selected communications channel (fig 1). 

As to claim 10, as discussed, Bishop uses a VIN. 

As to claim 1 1 , Bishop discloses using a cell phone (col 16, lines 34-36). 

As to claim 12, the signal includes the product identifier (VIN). 

As to claim 13, Bishop teaches determining a digital identification number 
(vehicle identification number (VIN)) and generating a recall signal that includes it (col 
16, lines 15-18). 

As to claims 14,34, the communications system is wireless (fig 1). 
As to claims 15,31,35 Bishop teaches a phone system (col 16, lines 34-36) with 
phone numbers, which is inherently "switched". 
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As to claim 17, Bishop does not, however, teach sending the signal repeatedly. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system as 
disclosed by Bishop by sending the signal repeatedly to ensure that the signal is 
received in case some receivers were out of range (such as in a tunnel) for the first 
signal 

As to claim 18, Bishop teaches the system as saving the information that the 
signal was received (col 16, lines 42-45). Bishop does not, however, teach conveying a 
time beacon. The examiner takes Official Notice that it is very well known in the art for 
computers to note the time a file was saved. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include a time beacon as Bishop discloses the 
information saved as being for dispute resolution (col 16, lines 40-45) and the time the 
recall notice was received would be useful in case the dispute resolves around when 
the signal was received. 

As to claim 38, the system is computerized (fig 1) and computers inherently have 
the capability of including a time beacon with a message. 

Claims 7,16 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bishop as applied to claims above, and further in view of US PAT 5,442,553 to 
Parrillo. 

As to claims 7,16,26 and 36, Bishop does not, however, teach sending the signal at 
particular time periods. Parrillo teaches determining a time and transmitting at that time 
(col 4, lines 65-68). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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modify the system as disclosed by Bishop with the time sensitivity as taught by Parrillo 
as Parrillo teaches this as a good way to get a signal to a vehicle without bothering the 
driver. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/31/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Specifically, that Bishop is used as the claims have been amended to 
include a recall notice and further, that it is considered obvious and well within the 
purview of one of ordinary skill in the art to repeatedly and periodically send signals. 
Arguments in relation to claims 9-18 and 29-38 have been addressed above and a 
communications channel is selected. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Fisher whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6804. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm alt Fri. off. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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